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six thousand horse. Iklas Khan was promoted from a
command of four thousand to one of five thousand, and
all Shaikh Nizam's nephews who had taken part in the
expedition received rewards. For some weeks after the
Durbar the emperor discussed the situation with his leading
advisers. They pressed Aurangzib to spare Sambhaji's
life, on condition that he ordered his officers to surrender
the fortresses still held by the Marathas. At first Aurangzib
seems to have inclined to this merciful course, foreign
though it was to his nature. But Sambhaji steadily refused
to accept these shameful terms. With a courage un-
surpassed by his father, he told the imperial messengers
that he did not trust the emperor's word and that
even were it kept, he for his part preferred death to
lifelong captivity. At last, weary of their importunityi
he broke out into passionate abuse both of the emperor
and of the prophet whom he revered. When his speech
was reported to Aurangzib, the emperor gladly made it
an excuse to reject the humane suggestions of his nobles.
He moved Ms camp to Tulapiir, a town sixteen miles
north-east of Poomi, built near the spot where the Indryani
river flows into the Bhima. It was at one time known as
Nangargaon but was changed by Shahaji, Shivaji'w father,
to Tulapur, or the place of weighing. One day, so the
story runs, Shahaji wished to weigh an elephant belonging
to his friend, Murar Jagdev, the minister of Bijapur.* The
latter had made a vow to distribute in charity tho weight
in silver of his riding elephant. In vain the learned men
of the Adil Shahi court racked their brains to devise a
pair of scales strong enough to bear the animal. Shahaji's
ingenious mind solved the problem. He put the elephant
in a flat bottomed boat on the Indryani river. Marking
the water-line on the boat he had the beast removed and
the boat filled with stones, until it again sank to the
waterline* Lastly removing the stones he weighed

*Sec vok 1, p. 14S and Wilteea' Mysore, ToL 1,, JK